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Dear CAIGE colleagues,

IN THIS ISSUE

Happy new year and welcome to the February edition of the CAIGE
newsletter
It will only be a short newsletter this month, just to make
sure everyone is up to date with
all matters in the CAIGE project.
February has been pretty busy
with preparations for the 2016
yield trials and disease screening experiments. We thank our
colleagues at AGG and SAGI
for their efforts in getting the
seed and designs ready ahead
of the CAIGE Annual meeting
next week.
The CAIGE annual meeting
will be in Adelaide on Monday
7th March. Please RSVP as
soon as possible if you haven’t
done so already. An agenda of
the meeting is in this newsletter.

MYT and ICARDA. I am sure
they are all looking forward to
their trips and we wish them
safe travels all around.

CAIGE ANNUAL MEETING



CAIGE BREEDER VISITS



CAIGE YIELD TRIALS 2016

Hope to see most of you next
week in Adelaide. If you can
come along at 12pm to enjoy a
lunch on us too - but it is essential to RSVP (if you
haven’t done so already)
Ciao for now!
Sandra Micallef
Coordinator and Data Administrator
CAIGE Project

EVENTS
 CAIGE Annual Meeting, Adelaide —7th

March 2016
 CAIGE tour to CIMMYT, Obregon—14-

19th March 2016

Sandra.micallef@sydney.edu.au
+61 416 331 101

Our Wheat and Barley leaders
are preparing to take our
breeders on tour to CIM-

DID YOU KNOW ….
The national gross value of wheat
in Australia in 2013-14, increased
by 12% from the previous year,
reflecting strong domestic demand
and increased production,
particularly in South Australia and
Western Australia.
Source: http://www.abs.gov.au/



 CAIGE tour to ICARDA, Morocco—24-

29th April 2016
 More events ……...

CAIGE Annual Meeting
The CAIGE Annual Meeting will be held on Monday 7th March
2016 at the SARDI Lecture Theatre (Waite Campus), at 1pm
We will also have a small lunch provided before the meeting at
12pm, so you are most welcome to join us.
Please make sure you RSVP if you haven’t done so already.

Meeting Agenda
12pm – 1pm

LIGHT LUNCH served in the foyer (RSVPs only)

1:00pm – 3:00pm Session 1 - Chair: Richard Trethowan
1:00pm – 1:05pm

Welcome & introduction – Richard Trethowan

1:05pm – 1:15pm

GRDC update - Lauren Du Fall

1:15pm – 1:30pm

Summary of last 12 months – Sandra Micallef

1:30pm – 1:45pm

Analysis from CAIGE Yield Trials 2015– Beverley Gogel (for SAGI)

1:45pm –2:00pm

CIMMYT report (wheat, durum, SBP) – Julie Nicol (for Ravi, Amer,Karim)

2:00pm – 2:15pm

ICARDA report (wheat, durum, chickpeas)– Richard Trethowan (for Tadesse, Filippo,
Alaa)

2:15pm – 2:30pm
2:30pm – 2:40pm
2:40pm – 3:00pm

Barley Project report – Mark Dieters
ICARDA Barley report – Mark Dieters (for Ahmed Amri)
FIGS project update – Ken Street

3:00pm – 3:30pm Afternoon Tea

3:30pm – 5:00pm Session 2 - Chair: Richard Trethowan
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3:30pm – 3:40pm

Wheat pre-emptive breeding for exotic pests with bio-security risks – Livinus Emebiri

3:40pm – 3:50pm

Breeder visit to ICARDA – Ian Edwards

3:50pm – 4:00pm

Quarantine Project – Brett Lobsey

4:00pm – 4:15pm

AGG update – Sally Norton

4:15pm – 5:00pm

Discussion: CAIGE activities in the next 12 months - Richard Trethowan Chair
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Breeder visits to CIMMYT and ICARDA
A quick reminder to all our breeders and scientists travelling to Mexico and Morocco to :1.

Check about travel VISA requirements: if your passport is not an Australian one, please check
whether you require a VISA to enter the country you are visiting. (Australian passport holders
DO NOT need a VISA to visit Mexico or Morocco)

2.

Register your travel plans with Smartraveller : http://smartraveller.gov.au/

3.

For travellers to CIMMYT, please make sure you obtain a US VISA waiver online BEFORE
you depart Australia. Visit the website http://estausavisas.com/

4.

Contact us immediately if you have any queries about the trip.

CAIGE Yield Trials 2016
In 2016, the CAIGE project will be coordinating yield trials for 3 different crops, around Australia.
The seed multiplied in 2015 has been sent to the Australian Grains Genebank (AGG) in Horsham
and is ready for distribution. SAGI (Statistical Analysis for
the Grains Industry) has designed all the trials for this year.
The trials will be conducted as follows:


Bread Wheat—

7 ~ 8 trials



Durum Wheat—

7 trials



Barley—

8 trials

Some of the trials have already been assigned locations. The
outstanding ones will be discussed at the CAIGE annual meeting in Adelaide.

Laughter, the best medicine
Optimism vs. Engineering

The optimist sees a glass as half full.
The pessimist sees it as half empty.
The engineer sees a glass that is twice
as big as it needs to be.
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Murphy's Ten Laws for Experimentalists:

(1) If something can go wrong, it will do so just before your grant is up for review
(2) If the reading on your detector is correct, then you forgot to plug it in
(3) If several things can go wrong then they will do so all at the same time
(4) If nothing can go wrong with your experiment, something still will
(5) Left unto itself, your experiment will go from bad to worse
On the other hand, if you pay attention to the experiment then it will take three
times longer to complete than you thought it would
(6) Nature is both subtle and malicious
(7) A straight line will never fit your data, and using a wiggly line will result in the
rejection by referees of the publication of work
(8) If you make a great discovery today, you will find a major error in your methods tomorrow
(9) In contrast to a radio, banging your apparatus when you are at peak frustration will not fix it but permanently break it
(10) When your experiment is just about to succeed, you will run out of grant
money
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