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EVENTS 

Many of you have probably 

been away on holidays for most 

of December and/or January 

and are trying to get on top of 

things now that you are back at 

work.   

Here at CAIGE we are busy 

getting all the data from 2015 

together to bring it to you as 

soon as we can.  Thank you to 

all our collaborators who re-

turned the data from the yield 

trials and disease screening. 

In the coming days, SAGI will 

be analyzing the data from the 

yield trials and we will present 

the results at the Annual 

CAIGE meeting in Adelaide. 

Speaking of the annual meet-

ing, PLEASE NOTE the change 

in date of the meeting.  The 

meeting will now be held on 

Monday 7th March at 1pm.  

It is important to RSVP for the 

meeting, so please, if you have-

n’t done so already, let us know 

if you can make it. 

In the past months, there have 

been great coordinated efforts 

to deliver sets of germplasm for 

targeted traits from ICARDA to 

Australia, through the FIGS 

project.  This has been possible 

through the involvement of 

CAIGE, AWCC, AGG, GRDC 

and ICARDA.  You will find 

more information about the 

FIGS project in this newsletter. 

Hope to see you all at the An-

nual CAIGE meeting in March, 

but in the mean time, enjoy 

reading the newsletter. 

 

Ciao for now! 

Sandra Micallef 

Coordinator and  Data Administrator 

CAIGE Project 

Sandra.micallef@sydney.edu.au 

+61 416 331 101 

View from top of Mt Mckenzie, 

Tenterfield, Northern NSW 

In July 2015 it snowed here for - 

the first time in 30 yrs 

http://caigeproject.org.au/index.php?option=com_jevents&view=month&layout=calendar&Itemid=534


CAIGE Yield Trials 2015  
Data Analysis 

 

Thank you to all the breeders who conducted 

yield trials for the CAIGE project in 2015, and 

returned the data to us.  This data has now 

been sent to SAGI for analysis and the results 

will be presented at the Annual CAIGE meet-

ing in March. 

For those who would like to do their own analy-

sis of the data, you can download the file from 

the CAIGE website: 

WHEAT trials 

BARLEY trials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 January 2016 

CAIGE Annual Meeting  

Please note that the CAIGE Annual Meeting is now being held on Mon-

day 7th March 2016 at the SARDI Lecture Theatre (Waite Campus), 

at 1pm. 

We apologise for the inconvenience this change might have caused, but 

due to other commitments, the CAIGE management team had to make 

this decision. 

The meeting will highlight the CAIGE project’s activities in the past 12 

months, together with presentations from the different crop breeders at 

our partner institutions CIMMYT and ICARDA. 

We also would like to invite breeders/ prebreeders/ scientists 

who have worked with CAIGE material, to present their results 

at this meeting. 

Please contact the CAIGE coordinator ASAP if you would like to present 

your work.  RSVPs for the meeting are a must for catering puposes. 

Email Sandra Micallef @  sandra.micallef@sydney.edu.au 

Step 1: Go to  

caigeproject.org.au 

Step 2: Select the 

crop of interest 

Step 3: Select “Yield 

Trials” from the right 

hand side menu, then 

the year of the data 

required 

CAIGE Yield Trials 2016 
 

Planning for the Yield trials of 2016 is well un-

derway already.  We are in the process of gath-

ering all the quantity amounts for seed availa-

ble and getting the seed to the genebank in 

Horsham to be ready for distribution. 

This will be the first year that CAIGE coordi-

nates yield trials for 3 different crops : bread 

wheat, barley and durum wheat.  

SAGI will again supply the designs for the tri-

als based on the seed availability and sowing 

requirements. 

Locations and selections for checks for the tri-

als, will be discussed with the breeders at the 

Annual CAIGE meeting. 

If you would like to have a say, please join us 

for the discussion on March 7th at the Waite 

Campus at 1pm. 

http://caigeproject.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=233:caige-yield-trials-2015&catid=85&Itemid=527
http://caigeproject.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=250:barley-trials-2015&catid=90&Itemid=583
mailto:sandra.micallef@sydney.edu.au


Visit to CIMMYT 2016 
 

The CAIGE visit to CIMMYT in Obregon, 

Mexico, is quickly approaching.   This year we 

have a large group travelling to Mexico, with a 

representative from each of the main breeding 

companies involved with CAIGE.   

Jason Able (Durum—University of Adelaide) 

Michael Quinn (Intergrain) 

Ian Edwards (Edstar Genetics) 

Tom Kapcejevs (AGT) 

Marie Appelbee (LPB) 

Fernanda Dreccer (CSIRO) 

A group of Australian farmers who will be 

travelling to Mexico on a separate visit, will 

also be joining the CAIGE group on some ac-

tivities in Obregon.   
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We wish all participants of the CAIGE tours 

to CIMMYT and ICARDA, safe travels.   

And we would also like to thank our col-

leagues at CIMMYT and ICARDA for help-

ing us coordinate these trips, booking ac-

commodation and travel requirements.  

Most of all, we thank them for their hospi-

tality and ongoing research cooperation. 

 

Visit to ICARDA 2016 
 

The bar ley 

group will again 

travel to ICAR-

DA this year.  

The trip was 

pushed back by 

a couple of 

weeks after con-

sultation with our ICARDA breeders, due to 

lack of rainfall in Morocco and late maturity of 

the crops.  Joining Dr Mark Dieters on this vis-

it will be  

Jason Eglinton (University of Adelaide) 

David Tabah (Intergrain)  

Reg Lance (QDAF) 
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FIGS is a new technique for searching agricultural gene-

banks. It allows gene bank managers and agricultural 

researchers worldwide to screen large plant collections of 

plant genetic resources collections more rapidly and ac-

curately than was previously possible using traditional 

methods. This helps improve the effectiveness of crop 

improvement programs. 

FIGS combines agro-ecological information with data on 

plant traits and characteristics to narrow down the 

search – identifying sets of plant genotypes with a high-

er probability of containing specific ‘target’ traits.  (Source ICARDA website) 

FIGS grew out of early work by Michael Mackay in the 1980s, building on the core collection con-

cept. It has been further developed, tested and refined since the early 2000s by a research team 

from ICARDA, with partners including the Vavilov Institute (Russia), the Nordgen genebank 

(Nordic Region), and the Australian Winter Cereals Collection. The development of FIGS was 

funded by the Grains Research & Development Corporation of Australia (GRDC). 

 

Hundreds of lines for wheat, barley and pulses, have 

been identified by Dr Ken Street and ICARDA breed-

ers, and sent to Australia for distribution.  You can find 

a list of the targeted traits for each crop on the FIGS 

page of the CAIGE website.   

 

FIGS project (Focused Identification of Germplasm Strategy) 
Project Leader : Kenneth Street 

Step 1: Go to caigeproject.org.au  

Step 2: From top menu select  

PROJECTS, and then FIGS 

Step 3: From the right hand side 

menu, select the crop of interest 

Step 4: Click on the DOWNLOAD link 

to view Excel file of FIGS sets 

It is expected that material from the FIGS sets 

will be available for distribution in the coming 

months.  In the meantime, if you have any que-

ries about FIGS or the target traits, kindly let 

us know. 

http://www.icarda.org/figs/what-is-figs
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Laughter, the best medicine 

Actual dialogue of a former WordPerfect Customer 

Support employee with a caller: 

"Ridge Hall computer assistant; may I help you?" 

"Yes, well, I'm having trouble with WordPerfect." 

"What sort of trouble?" 

"Well, I was just typing along, and all of a sudden 

the words went away." 

"Went away?" 

"They disappeared." 

"Hmm. So what does your screen look like now?" 

"Nothing." 

"Nothing?" 

"It's blank; it won't accept anything when I type." 

"Are you still in WordPerfect, or did you get out?" 

"How do I tell?" 

"Can you see the C: prompt on the screen?" 

"What's a sea-prompt?" 

"Never mind. Can you move the cursor around on 

the screen?" 

"There isn't any cursor, I told you, it won't accept 

anything I type." 

"Does your monitor have a power indicator?" 

"What's a monitor?" 

"It's the thing with the screen on it that looks like a 

TV.  Does it have a little light that tells you when 

it's on?" 

"I don't know." 

"Well, then look on the back of the monitor and find 

where the power cord goes into it. Can you see 

that?" 

"Yes, I think so." 

"Great. Follow the cord to the plug, and tell me if it's 

plugged into the wall." 

".......Yes, it is." 

"When you were behind the monitor, did you notice 

that there were two cables plugged into the back of 

it, not just one?" 

"No." 

"Well, there are. I need you to look back there 

again and find the other cable." 

".......Okay, here it is." 

"Follow it for me, and tell me if it's plugged secure-

ly into the back of your computer." 

"I can't reach." 

"Uh huh. Well, can you see if it is?" 

"No." 

"Even if you maybe put your knee on something 

and lean way over?" 

"Oh, it's not because I don't have the right angle - 

it's because it's dark." 

"Dark?" 

"Yes - the office light is off, and the only light I 

have is coming in  from the window." 

"Well, turn on the office light then." 

"I can't." 

"No? Why not?" 

"Because there's a power outage." 

"A power... A power outage? Ah, Okay, we've got it 

licked now. Do you still have the boxes and manu-

als and packing stuff your computer came in?" 

"Well, yes, I keep them in the closet." 

"Good. Go get them, and unplug your system and 

pack it up just like it was when you got it. Then 

take it back to the store you bought it from." 

"Really? Is it that bad?" 

"Yes, I'm afraid it is." 

"Well, all right then, I suppose. What do I tell 

them?" 

"Tell them you're too stupid to own a computer." 

CAIGE Annual Meeting 2016 
 

The date for the next Annual CAIGE Meeting for stakehold-

ers, has just been set for Monday 7th March 2016 (afternoon 

session), in Adelaide.   


