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Dear CAIGE colleagues,
It’s been a few month since you
heard from us last. I am back from
my overseas vacation and back on
track to getting CAIGE news out to
everyone.
The CAIGE Yield Trials tour went
ahead last October without any
major issues. I apologise to all
who expected to see me on tour
with the group, but I could not
make the trip this time. But I do
take this opportunity to thank everyone involved for their cooperation
in making sure the activities on the
tour itinerary went smoothly.
We also want to thank Dr Ravi
Singh from CIMMYT and Dr
Tadesse Wuletaw from ICARDA,
for taking the time to come to Australia and be part of the CAIGE
Yield Trials tour. I am sure that
both Ravi and Tadesse value the
feedback from the Australian
breeders about their germplasm,
which will help them make better
selections targeted at the Australian environments.
Well, it is harvest time and I am
sure everyone (in Australia) is very
busy in the field, weighing up the
harvested seed or scoring the
plants before the harvester comes
along.
Just a note of reminder to all our
collaborators to please send us the
data from their experiments on the
CAIGE material. It is very important that we receive back this
information, which will be analysed
and presented at the next Annual
CAIGE meeting in Adelaide, and
will also be accessible on the
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CAIGE website.
The material for 2015 from ICARDA has already been received and
is currently in quarantine. The
material from CIMMYT should be
with us in a few weeks.
Plans are already in motion for the
next Breeder visit to ICARDA.
This visit had to be cancelled in
previous years due to the civil unrest in Syria and Egypt, so we are
keeping our fingers crossed (very
hard) that all plans will go ahead in
2015 without any problems.
I leave you with some photos from
my vacation in Europe. The first
person to guess all 4 locations in
the photos wins a meal at the next
CAIGE dinner in Adelaide in
March!
Ciao for now!
Sandra Micallef
Coordinator and Data Administrator
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Update on 2015 shipments
The 2015 material from our donor institutes is expected to be completely received by the end of the year. So far we
have received the following material
from ICARDA:50 x barley lines
189 x spring wheat lines
100 x durum wheat lines
The material from CIMMYT is scheduled to arrive by the first week of December.
To view the list of the material received, go to the CAIGE website, scroll
to the bottom left hand corner of the
page to the Imported Material menu,
select Wheat or Barley or Durum, and
then click on the 2015 page from the
right hand menu.
These lines will be grown in quarantine
and are expected to be released around
the beginning of June 2015. They will
then be multiplied in the field by our
generous co-operators, and put in trials
in 2016.

CAIGE Yield Trials Tour
The CAIGE Yield trials tour was held between 24-31 October, starting with a
visit to the Plant Breeding Institute in Narrabri. Joining CAIGE leader Dr
Richard Trethowan on this tour were Dr Ravi Singh from CIMMYT and Dr
Tadesse Wuletaw from ICARDA, who were very eager to spot some kangaroos
on the road trip from Narrabri to Wagga Wagga.
In Narrabri, the team were joined by
Angela Pattison from the University of
Sydney and in Junee they were shown to
the field by Michael Quinn from Longreach Plant Breeders.
On Monday 27th the group attended the
Plant Breeding conference in St Kilda
with Dr Ravi Singh and Dr Richard
Trethowan taking part in a panel discussion about Australasia’s Partnerships in
International Breeding Programs.
The tour then continued onto Kalkee
(near Horsham) where Dr Dan Mullan
(photo) from Integrain showed the group around the trial of CAIGE material.
The next day the group visited the
trial being grown by Paul Telfer of
AGT at the Roseworthy Agricultural
campus. The next leg of the tour
saw the group flying to Perth to visit
two CAIGE trials.
Joining the
group for this leg of the tour was
Mike Ewing from GRDC Western
Regional Panel. First stop was to
the Mukinbudin trial where Dr Lisle
Snyman from Intergrain joined the
group while in Toodyay, Dr Ian Edwards from Edstar Genetics showed
the group to the trial.

Data Return
REMINDERS
A gentle reminder to our
breeders and pathologists to
send us the data for the
CAIGE material they received.

As the project coordinator, and on behalf of Richard, I would like to thank
everyone who gave their time to come
out and meet the group, and talk to the
CIMMYT and ICARDA breeders about
the performance of the CAIGE material
in their field. The feedback has been
very positive, with both Ravi and
Tadesse commenting that the feedback
from the Australian breeders is very
valuable, as they can now make selections in their breeding program, with a
greater focus on Australian environment and breeder requirements.
The CAIGE Yield Trials tour of 2015 is
going to be BIG! The tour will be held right after the International Wheat Conference in Sydney (September 2015), and the invitation will be extended to the
many CIMMYT and ICARDA visitors who will be attending the conference. As
one can imagine, this will require a lot of planning and I am sure that with the
support from the CAIGE community, we can organise a memorable tour for all.
Stay tuned for more news on this throughout 2015!
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Steering Committee
Meeting - October2014
The CAIGE steering Committee meeting was held in Horsham on the 29th
October during the CAIGE tour.
We had a record number of attendances for this meeting, with representatives from CAIGE (USYD and UQ),
GRDC, CIMMYT, ICARDA, AWCC,
AGG and Dr Dan Mullan representing
the Australian wheat breeders.

Annual CAIGE meeting

12th March 2015
The next CAIGE Annual meeting will
be held in Adelaide on Thursday 12th
March 2015 during the Wheat Breeders Meeting week.
This is an open meeting and everyone
is invited to attend. The meeting will
focus on giving the CAIGE community
an update of the project milestones
and also present the results from the
field trials done in 2014. Most importantly it is an opportunity for get
feedback from the breeders and
pathologists who use the CIMMYT
and ICARDA material and also to
plan the project’s trials for the year
ahead.

Morning tea and lunch will be provided, so it is important for everyone
to RSVP to the meeting when the
request is sent out.
During the meeting the ICARDA and
CIMMYT breeders expressed their
disappointment that they do not have
any information on how their
germplasm is being used by the Australian breeders beyond the Annual
CAIGE trials and disease screening.
This is an issue that has been addressed at the Annual CAIGE meetings on several occasions as it is an
important source of information to
determine how much of the CAIGE
imported material ends up in the released varieties. However, most of
this information is classified as
“Commercial in Confidence” and not
all breeding companies are willing to
disclose it. No doubt, this will again
be a topic of discussion in the next
CAIGE Annual meeting in March.
Other topics discussed by the committee included the progress of the
CAIGE yield and disease screening
trials, progress in the ICARDA and
CIMMYT alliance agreements with
GRDC, seed distribution services
transfer from AWCC to AGG, the inclusion of pulses to the CAIGE project
and the need for an online data management tool. The next Steering Committee meeting will be held at ICARDA in Morocco in April.
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There will also be a CAIGE-Barley
talk during the National Barley Foliar
Pathogens Meeting, in the afternoon
of the same day. This talk will give
an update of the CAIGE-Barley activities in the past months and also provide information about the material
available for distribution.

Australian Breeders’ visit
to ICARDA—2015
The next CAIGE Australian Breeders
visit will be to ICARDA in Morocco.
The trip will most likely take place
around mid-April and we will be visit-

ing different ICARDA breeding stations around Morocco, with the possibility of extending the visit to the
ICARDA Genebank in Lebanon
(depending on the Travel safety warnings at the time).
The CAIGE project (Wheat) is funding
the travel expenses for 5 Australian
breeders for this trip, so if you are interested in joining us, please let us
know as soon as possible.
This year we will also have the Barley
breeders joining the group and the

More information about these two
meetings will be sent out closer to the
date. If you would like to give a talk
during the CAIGE Annual meeting,
please let the Project Coordinator
(Sandra.micallef@sydney.edu.au)
know.

CAIGE-Barley project is funding the
travel expenses for 2 breeders to visit
the barley breeding programs at ICARDA at the same time.
The itinerary for this trip is still being
drawn up in collaboration with our
colleagues at ICARDA. All details will
be published once they are finalised.
To view some photos from the 2014
visit to ICARDA by the Barley group,
click here.
Page 3

Lauren DuFall (GRDC)
A big welcome to Lauren
DuFall from GRDC who is
taking over from Dr Omid
Ansari.
Originally from
New Zealand, Lauren
moved to Australia to undertake research on the
Wheat-Stagonospora nodorum pathosystem at the
Australian National University. She joined the
GRDC in July 2014 as project manager of the traits
portfolio in the Crop Genetics group of Research Programs and is now looking after the CAIGE program. Lauren is thoroughly enjoying her current role including the
opportunities to be involved in research across a range of
crops and the interaction with researchers from both
Australia and the internationally through the CGIAR
centres.

International
Wheat
Conference 2015
The Organising Committee
invites you to submit an
expression of interest for
IWC 2015.

Statistics from CAIGE website

It is very interesting to see the origins of the CAIGE website
users. The above map shows the location of users from the
past 2 weeks only (7-21 Nov). The statistics collected from
the website show that 75% of the visitors are from Australia,
15% from the United States and 5% from Morocco and Tunisia.

DID YOU KNOW ……………
The city of Brisbane, Australia, hosted the G20 Summit
between 14-16 November. Here are some facts and figures
from the event.



The summit venue, the Brisbane Convention and
Exhibition Centre is over 172 thousand square metres large, or 24 football fields



The summit proceedings were translated to 14 different languages



100 kilometres of cabling was used in the International Media Centre that was set up for the occasion



10,000 beds at 64 hotels were contracted for visitors to book



Local suppliers provided approximately 100,000
meals



700 volunteers lent a hand during the summit

Project Leader (Barley)
Dr Mark Dieters



2000 hospitality and tourism staff were trained as
‘destination hosts’

Project Coordinator
Sandra Micallef

About Brisbane …

Visit
the
website
http://www.iwc2015sydney.com for more information.

CIMMYT— Australia— ICARDA
Germplasm Evaluation Project
Project Leader (Wheat)
Dr Richard Trethowan
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There are 75,000 international students enrolments



Brisbane’s backyard has two of the world’s largest
sand islands, Moreton and North Stradbroke



Has 283 days of sunshine a year



After English, Mandarin is the most common language spoken in homes



It is ranked in the top 15% of cities worldwide for
nurturing innovation
Page 4

