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Welcome
Dear CAIGE colleagues,
Welcome to the November
issue of the CAIGE newsletter. As you can see, this
month we have a new look
for the newsletter, as it was
time for a ‘dress’ change.
(these things are essential
when you are a woman!)
Christmas is just around
the corner, and if you haven’t started thinking about a
gift for your partner/kids/
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family …... It’s time to do
so!
The month of October was
pretty busy for most of us,
and hence we did not issue
the newsletter. This means
that there are quite a few
items to include in this issue.
It was great to see some of
you during our tour of the
CAIGE Yield Trials last
month. Most of the trials
were in good shape and we
are hoping that this will
show in the data which will
be collected at the end of
the year. A summary of the
trip is in this issue.
You will find an update on
the upcoming trip to CIMMYT in March next year for
our wheat breeders, and

also the trip to ICARDA in
April for the barley breeders.
We have also started the
process of redesigning the
CAIGE website to reflect
the inclusion of the barley,
pulses and FIGS projects.
This is going to be an important task and we will be
asking for your input to tell
us what you look for on the
site.
So keep on reading and get
you thinking caps on!

Ciao for now!

To our collaborators who
have received CAIGE material for evaluation, please
send us your data at your
earliest convenience. Data
collection is an integral part
of the CAIGE project and
everyone’s effort keeps the
project going smoothly.
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Inside this issue:

Upcoming events:PHOTOS FROM FIELD
DAYS

PULSES PROJECT MAILING
LIST

Check out some photos from
the Narrabri and Gatton
field days which were held
in October

If you would like to be added to
the mailing list of the CAIGE Pulses Project, please send us
an email :-

Narrabri Field Day

sandra.micallef@sydney.edu.au

Gatton Field Day

 CAIGE Annual Meeting ‘14 17th March 2014
 CIMMYT trip - 2331March’14
 ICARDA trip - 13-21April’14

CAIGE Yield Trials tour 2013
A huge THANK YOU to the breeding
companies and their breeders who
took time to come and meet us on site
during the CAIGE tour in October.
We also wanted to thank Dr Tadesse
Wuletaw from ICARDA, who made the
trip to Australia specifically to join
this tour, even though he was in the
middle of preparing the planting season back in Terbol and Rabat.
We started our trip in Narrabri and
Edgeroi where the crop was almost
ready to be harvested.
A last minute flight cancellation
meant we had to change our plans and
drive down to Junee, which delighted

our guest from ICARDA, so he could
see ‘all’ the kangaroos that inhabit
Australia. Needless to say we did not
see any kangaroos for the whole trip
… so Tadesse now thinks that Australians have eaten all the kangaroos!
To view photos from our trip, you can
visit our Flickr page here.
During the visits, the breeders took
scores of each plot—these scores have
been merged into one file and loaded
on the CAIGE website.

Dr Tadesse Wuletaw inspecting
the ICARDA material in the
CAIGE Yield trials

I would also like to put a gentle reminder to the breeding companies and
the breeders to send us the yield data
from the CAIGE trials as soon as they

can so we can analyse it and include it
on the website for our collaborators.

2014 Wheat and Barley Shipments from CIMMYT and ICARDA
This year saw the renewal of the
CAIGE project lifespan, which brought
about some changes to the practices
we had adopted in the past. From this
year, shipments from CIMMYT will be
arriving in late October to early November instead of December, which
means that the material will not be
stuck in customs during the festive
season as has happened in the past.

We are delighted to announce that
both the CIMMYT and ICARDA shipments for 2014 are already in quarantine at AWCC and should be planted
before the end of the month. A big
THANK YOU to all the parties from
CIMMYT, ICARDA and AWCC, who
were involved in this process, and
made sure that the material gets to
Australia on time.

The barley material ordered by Dr
Mark Dieters (Barley project leader),
has also arrived and is currently in
quarantine.
You can find a list of the material with
the quarantine codes on the CAIGE
website:Barley 2014 shipment
Wheat 2014 shipment

http://caigeproject.org.au - Website redesign
The CAIGE website will be undergoing a major facelift in the next few
months.
This change is needed for two main
reasons:1)

the number of projects falling
under the CAIGE umbrella has
risen significantly and so has
the amount of data being captured

2)

the inclusion of other crops to
the CAIGE suite of projects,
namely barley and pulses.

To make sure we come up with an
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optimal plan for the redesign of the
CAIGE website, we need the audience’s feedback, i.e. we need to know
what you look for the most when visiting the CAIGE website.

the website for your benefit. It will
only take a few seconds but the feedback is very important.

It is important that we have feedback
from all the community, so we have
created a (very) short survey which
will only take you a few seconds to
complete.
Please take the survey :
http://www.surveygizmo.com/
s3/1457844/CAIGE-project-website

and let us know how we can improve

CAIGE website survey
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CAIGE Steering Committee Meeting
The CAIGE Steering Committee meeting was held
at the IA Watson Grains Research Centre in Narrabri on October 14th. Attending the meeting
were :-



Dr Richard Trethowan (Project leader)



Sandra Micallef (Coordinator)



Dr Mark Dieters (Barley leader)



Dr Omid Ansari (GRDC liason)



John Sheppard (GRDC Northern Panel
member)



Dr Tadesse Wuletaw (ICARDA breeder)



Dr Ravi Singh (CIMMYT breeder) - via internet connection



Michael Quinn (Australian breeder representative )- via internet connection



Brett Lobsey (AWCC representative) - via
telephone

Steering Committee Meeting participants L-R :- Dr Mark Dieters, Dr Richard Trethowan, Dr Omid
Ansari, Sandra Micallef, Dr Tadesse Wuletaw, John Sheppard

We thank all participants for attending the meeting and for contributing to the project.
The next Steering Committee Meeting will be held
in March 2014 during our visit to CIMMYT.

CAIGE Yield Trials tour in pictures

The team at the Edgeroi site

The team at the Junee site with Matthew Whiting (LPB) and Livinus
Emebiri (DPI NSW)

The team at the Narrabri site

The team at the Junee site

Plenty of stops and waiting on the
road …. But no kangaroos!

Narrabri trial
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CAIGE Annual Meeting March 2014
The date for the Annual CAIGE meeting has been set for Monday, MARCH
17th, 2014 in the afternoon. It was
important for us to have the meeting
early in the week (during the whole
week of wheat breeders meetings) as
the CAIGE group will be flying out to
Mexico at the end of that same week.
So thank you to the organisers for
taking our request in consideration.

The meeting will be held in the Lecture Theatre of the CSIRO Plant
Industry facilities in Canberra
(Black Mountain).
We have been advised to make travel
and accommodation arrangements
early, as options could be few and expensive if left to the last minute.
The closest hotels (within a 2km walk-

ing distance), suggested by the organisers are the Rydges Lakeside and the
Novotel on Northbourne Ave.
Details of the meeting will be put on
the website in the coming days and
the agenda will be drawn up in the
coming weeks. This is an open meeting and all collaborators are invited to
participate/observe.
Hope to see you there!

Breeders’ visit to CIMMYT—March 2014
The CAIGE team will be taking a
group of Australian breeders to visit
CIMMYT’s breeding station in
Obregon, Mexico, in March 2014. Invitations for expression of interest to
join the trip, were sent out to the
breeding companies and CAIGE collaborators earlier this year. The response was excellent and we have now
finalized the itinerary and participants list.
On this trip we have an unprecedented amount of participants, with 6 people joining us. We will start our journey on Sunday 23rd March from Sydney airport, and leaving Obregon on
Saturday 29th.

Our visit will coincide with the celebration of Dr Norman Borlaug’s 100th
birthday and the BGRI (rust) workshop, which will see a large group of
international breeders and scientists
visit CIMMYT during this week.
Due to the larger group of people travelling with us on this trip, the logistics
are a bit more difficult to organise,
and I would like to thank our CIMMYT counterparts who are doing their
best to make suitable arrangements
for us. I’m sure that all the participants are looking forward to this trip
and the opportunities it presents.

Day

Itinerary

23/03/14

Travel to Mexico via Dallas and
Hermosillo. Overnight in Her‐
mosillo

24/03/14

Drive to Obregon. Visit CIM‐
MYT breeding station.

25/03/14

CIMMYT Field Day
Dr Norman Borlaug B’day
celebration

26/03/14

Field Selections

27/03/14

Field Selections

28/03/14

Visit to Dr Rajaram breeding
program
Afternoon visit to the coastal
beach area

29/03/14

Depart from Obregon

Day

Itinerary

14/04/14

Arrive in Morocco

15/04/14

Tour of Rabat and INRA facili‐
ties. Discussions with ICARDA
and NARS researchers

16/04/14

Visit to Marchouch Research
Station, field selections. Even‐
ing visit to tourist places

17/04/14

Visit to Jemaat Shaim research
station, field selections.

18/04/14

Discussions with breeders,
genebank scientists. Steering
committee meeting

19/04/14

Visit Dryland Centre in Setttat
(ent0mology joint work). Visit
Casablanca

20/04/14

Depart Morocco

Barley breeders visit to ICARDA—April 2014
Next year will also see us visiting the
ICARDA breeding station in Rabat,
Morocco, as part of the barley project.
Since the barley project in collaboration with ICARDA is still in its infancy, the aim of the visit is to establish
stronger connections with the ICARDA barley breeders while learning
about practices in their programs.
Breeders who are interested in joining
this trip should contact me immediately, as the project can only subsidize
the costs for only a few persons on this
trip.
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The itinerary for the trip has been
finalized and has the group departing
Australia on Sunday 13th April, and
departing Morocco on Sunday 20th
April. (which is also Easter Sunday on
the Catholic calendar)
If you would like more information on
the trip and possible funding from the
CAIGE project, please contact either
myself (s.micallef@uq.edu.au) or Dr
Mark Dieters (m.dieters@uq.edu.au).
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Sandra Micallef
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M: +61 (0)416 331 101
Skype: sandra_3775
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The CAIGE project is funded by the
Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) to promote uptake of
CIMMYT and ICARDA germplasm by Australian breeding programs.
The CAIGE project encompasses other
GRDC funded projects at make use of
imported material from CIMMYT and
ICARDA. It coordinates the introduction, quarantine and evaluation of CIMMYT and ICARDA wheat and barley, and
the dissemination of information to
stakeholders; primarily Australian and
CGIAR wheat breeders and wheat scientists.

Laughter, the best medicine
It was autumn, and the Indians on the remote reservation asked their new Chief if the
winter was going to be cold or mild. Since he
was a new Indian Chief in a modern society,
he had never been taught the old secrets, and
when he looked at the sky, he couldn't tell
what the weather was going to be. Nevertheless, to be on the safe side, he replied to his
tribe that the winter was indeed going to be
cold and that the members of the village
should collect wood to be prepared. But also
being a practical leader, after several days he
got an idea. He went to the phone booth,
called the National Weather Service and
asked,
"Is the coming winter going to be cold?"
"It looks like this winter is going to be quite
cold indeed," the meteorologist at the weather service responded.
So the Chief went back to his people and told
them to collect even more wood in order to be

prepared. A week later he called the National
Weather Service again.
"Is it going to be a very cold winter?"
"Yes," the man at National Weather Service
again replied, "it's going to be a very cold winter."
The Chief again went back to his people and
ordered them to collect every scrap of wood
they could find. Two weeks later he called the
National Weather Service again.
"Are you absolutely sure that the winter is
going to be very cold?"
"Absolutely," the man replied. "It's going to
be one of the coldest winters ever."
"How can you be so sure?" the Chief asked.
The weatherman replied, "The Indians are
collecting wood like crazy!"

